Back to the Basics
The Pillars of Islaam




[slaam has pillars that it 1s based upon. The
pillar 1s the strongest flank of something,
without which it cannot stand. The pillars of
[slaam are like the columns of buildings and
they are its strongest side which 1s needed for it

to stand.
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The house 1s not built except upon pillars and there can

be no pillars if it 1s not anchored by pegs.




Islaam 1s submission to Allaah with tawheed. Whoever refuses to
submit to Allaah is arrogant and whoever submits to other than

Allaah along with Him is a pagan. Islaam contradicts two affairs:

arrogance and polytheism.

There are five pillars of Islaam that need to be established. The
greatest of these pillars and the highest in status is the testimony that
nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah. This is the foundation of the

religion and the basis upon which it is built.
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Ibn Umar reported: The Messenger of Allaah, peace and blessings be
upon him, said, “Islam is built upon five: to worship Allah and
to disbelieve in what is worshiped besides him, to establish
prayer, to give charity, to perform Hajj pilgrimage to the
house, and to fast the month of Ramadan.”

Sahih al-Bukhari' 8, Sahih Muslim 16



< % ¢ /l § s0% o7 s & 3. o Z2116% o A - 0f noe
Yo bt £0pkiel 61 Y) &) ¥ &1 ad) 58 V) Jgl e SMEB 20 LT g
We never sent a messenger before you "O Prophet’ without revealing to him: “There is no

god "worthy of worship” except Me, so worship Me "alone’.”

The focus of the da’wah of the Messengers a3.Ji 1¢ls, the essence of their message and the

first statement their people heard from them. The very first thing they addressed their

people with was:




Ash-Shahadah




Shaykh Ibn Baaz urged when teaching the two
testimonies of faith requires explaining their meanings,
along with clarifying the conditions of “nothing has the

right to be worshipped except Allaah”

In the statement “nothing has the right to be worshiped”
is the negation for everything worshipped besides Allaah,
and “except Allaah” 1s the affirmation for the worship of

Allaah alone, without partners.




The Shahadah is a statement built upon two great pillars and two strong
foundations. There is no Tawheed of Allaah without both, the negation and
affirmation.

The negation is general, applying to everything that is worshipped other than
Allaah, whether it is an inanimate object, an animal, or other than that. The
affirmation is specific, aftirming that worship in every sense of the word is only

for Allaah alone.

Whoever negates but does not affirm is not a person of Tawheed and whoever

affirms but does not negate is not a person of Tawheed.




[t has been narrated that it was said to Hasan
al-Basri, “The people say that the person
who says “INNothing has the right to be
worshipped except Allaah™ will enter
paradise. He responded, “Whoever says,
“Nothing has the right to be worshipped
except Allaah™ and tulfills its rights and
obligations will enter paradise.” (pg. 64)
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So, whoever disbelieves in taghiit and believes in Allah
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no
break in 1it.

“The trustworthy handhold” means the statement
“nothing has the right to be worshipped except
Allaah.” Tawheed is to disbelieve in all false deities and
to believe in Allaah.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the significance of the statement of Tawheed “Nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah” 
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Knowledge which negates ignorance
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Certainty which negates doubt
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Sincerity which negates shirk
Sl —¢
Truthfulness which negates untruthfulness
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Knowledge which negates ignorance.

This 1s to have knowledge of the statement’s meaning of

negation and affirmation, and the reality of what it entails
of the tawheed Allaah and singling Him out with
worship, making the religion sincerely for Him and

disbelieving in everything worshipped besides Him.
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And they were not commanded except to worship Allah,
|[being] sincere to Him in religion.
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Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him




Knowledge Which Negates Ignorance
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removes a person from ignorance of this statement.
If a person utters this statement without knowledge of So kIlOW, [O Muhammad] : that there
its meaning and what it entails, the he will not benefit 1S NO delty except Allah and ask
Gont s forgiveness for your sin' and for the

believing men and believing women.




Certainty which negates doubt and uncertainty.

This 1s the completeness and perfection of knowledge.

[t 1s 2 must that this statement originates from a heart that
1s certain, which does not waiver or doubt.

[f a person doubts or waivers, then it will not be accepted
from him, regardless of how many times he says it.




Certainty Which Negates Doubt
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The believers are only the ones who have
believed in Allah and His Messenger and

then doubt not
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Sincerity, which negates shirk and showing

off.

Sincerity in which is pure and
unadulterated, containing no impurities of
shirk, showing oft or anything like this.

Sincerity in the worship of Allaah, the lord
of all that exist, 1s for the worship to be
pure and unadulterated, not mixed with
anything.




On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said that the Messenger of
Allah £ said.:

Allah (glorified and exalted be He) said: I am so self-
sufficient that [ am in no need of having an associate. Thus,
he who does an action for someone else's sake as well as
Mine will have that action renounced by Me to him whom
he associated with Me. It was related by Muslim



Sincerity Which Negates Shirk
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And they were not commanded except to worship Allah,

[being] sincere to Him 1n religion.




Truthfulness which negates untruthfulness

This is for the person to say it truthfully from his heart.

Muadh «¢ & _znarrated The Messenger of Allaah L., oo & Lo
made it a condition that this statement is sincere, and sincerity
means that what he says with his tongue is the same in his heart. As
for the one who says it with his tongue without believing in what

it entails in his heart, then this person is a hypocrite.




Truthfulness Which Negates Untruthfulness
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“And there are some who say, “We believe in Allah and the
Last Day,” yet they are not "true” believers. They [think to]
deceive Allah and those who believe, but they deceive not
except themselves and perceive [it] not. In their hearts is
disease, so Allah has increased their disease; and for them is a
pamful punishment because they [habltually] used to lie.”
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Love which negates hate

sLasy) —1
Compliance which negates refusal
Jsed)) -V

Acceptance which opposes rejection

And disbelief in that which 1s worshipped
besides Allaah
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And disbelief in that which 1s worshipped
besides Allaah
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Love which negates hate. The person who says this
statememnt must love Allaah sy sl~..and His
Messenger Ly «le & Lo, the religion of Islaam and the
Muslims who establish the commands of Allaah and
observe the limits set by Him. They must hate what

opposes the statement and what negates it.




Signs of Love

The sign that the slave of Allaah loves his Lord is that he

submits to what Allaah loves, even if it opposes his desires
and that he also hates what his Lord hates, even if his
desires are inclined to it.

The slave of Allaah 1s loyal to whomever Alllaah and His
Messenger VJM s «de &) Loare loyal to and he has enmity

CII 1ty tow rards Allaah




Signs of Love

The slave of Allaah follows His Messenger L.y ale & Lo,
imitates his examples and accepts his guidance. All of
these signs are the prescence of the conditions of love. It
1s not possible to have love without its conditions being

present.




Love Which Negates Hate
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“And of mankind are some who take (for worship) others
besides of Allaah as rivals (to Allaah). They love them as
they Love Allaah. But those who believe love Allaah
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Abu Ad-Darda’ narrated that: the Messenger of Allaah £ said: “It used to be from the
supplication of Dawud that he would say: ‘O Allah, indeed, I ask You for Your love and
the love of those who love You, and for the action that will cause me to attain Your love,
O Allah, make Your love more beloved to me than myself, my family and cold water
(Allahumma inni as’aluka hubbaka wa hubba man yuhibbuka wal-"amalalladhi

yuballighuni hubbak. Allahummaj al hubbaka ahabba ilaiyya min nafsi, wa ahli wa
minal-m3’il-barid) He said: “And when the Prophet £ would mention Dawud, he
would narrate about him, saying: “He was the best in worship out of all men.




Narrated Anas:

The Prophet ££ said, "Whoever possesses the following three qualities
will have the sweetness (delight) of faith:

1. The one to whom Allah and His Apostle becomes dearer than
anything else.

2. Who loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's sake.

3. Who hates to revert to Atheism (disbelief) as he hates to be thrown
into the fire."




sLa|

Compliance which negates refusal. Compliance 1s
submission and obedience to the command of Allaah
Qg ailecn
Nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah
means that the slave submits to Allaah amd complies with

His legislation and obeys His commands.
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“And whoever submits his face [i.e., self] to Allah while

he 1s a doer of good - then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold.”
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The “most trustworthy handhold” mention in the

previous ayah 1s the statement “nothing has the right to

be worshipped except Allaah”




Allaah also says in Surah Zumar (54)
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And return [in repentance]| to your Lord and submit to
Him

This means to comply with and obey His commands




Jssdl

Acceptance which opposes rejection. Which means to
accept this statement and what it entails, including

tawheed of Allaah and making the religion sincerely for
Him.




Acceptance Which Opposes Rejection
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Allaah said about the pagans:

.
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Indeed they, when it was said to them, "There is no deity
but Allah," were arrogant. And were saying, "Are we to

-
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Disbelieving in what is worshipped besides Allaah
Allaah said:
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So whoever disbelieves in taghut and believes in Allah

‘has grasped the most trustworthy handhold




Disbelief in that Which 1s Worshipped Besides Allaah
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It Is narrated on the authority of Abu Malik:

[ heard the Messenger of Allaah €& say: He who professed that there is no god
but Allah and made a denial of everything which the people worship beside
Allah, his property and blood became inviolable, an their affairs rest with Allah.




The Conditions of « Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah

This testimony necessitates believing in everything
he informed us of, obeying what he commanded
us with, avoiding what he prohibited us from, and
only worshipping Allaah by what Allaah and His
Messenger legislated.




. The Conditions of « Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah
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Allaah says “And We did not send any messenger except to be obeyed by
permission of Allaah.”

It is for the person to obey the Messenger of Allaah L.y «le & Lo in what he
commands, to avoid what he has prohibited, and to believe in what he has
informed us of. This is because the Prophet L., «Je & Lo came with three

affairs: commands, prohibitions and information.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the purpose for sending the messengers so they can be obeyed. It is not sufficient to say I bear witness that he is the Messenger of Allaah rather it is a must that this testimony contains obedience to the Messenger of Allaah, fulfilling his commands, avoiding his prohibitions and believing in what he informed us of. 


The Conditions of « Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah
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Allaah says “But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly]| believe until they make
you, [O Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute among
themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have

judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.”




- The Conditions of “« Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah
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Allaah says “He who obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allaah”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This shows the lofty status of the Messenger of Allaah. How Allaah سبحانه وتعالى raised his rank and made it clear that obedience to Allaah is not by only following what Allaah legislated but also what He sent His Messenger with. If it was not important to follow the example of Our Prophet, it would not be included in the testimony of Faith. It is not sufficient to just say I believe in Allaah. We must believe in Allaah and The Messenger of Allaah and what has been legislated by Allaah and by the Messenger of Allaah in his speech and actions and stay away from what he prohibited and follow his commands. 


The Conditions of « Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah
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'A'isha reported Allaah's Messenger £ saying:

He who innovates things in our affairs for which there is no
valid (reason) (commits sin) and these are to be rejected.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

We mentioned that that we obey what He came with, that which was commanded and that which was prohibited. One of the greatest prohibitions is from this Hadeeth. It is said that this is to be from the foundation of Islaam 

Muslim 1718
Bukhari 2697

When the Prophet would give a sermon to the people he would say:

وَيَقُولُ ‏"‏ أَمَّا بَعْدُ فَإِنَّ خَيْرَ الْحَدِيثِ كِتَابُ اللَّهِ وَخَيْرُ الْهُدَى هُدَى مُحَمَّدٍ وَشَرُّ الأُمُورِ مُحْدَثَاتُهَا وَكُلُّ بِدْعَةٍ ضَلاَلَةٌ

The best of the speech is embodied in the Book of Allah, and the best of the guidance is the guidance given by Muhammad. And the most evil affairs are their innovations; and every innovation is error. Muslim 867


- The Conditions of “« Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allaah

Sincerity & Following the Messenger of
Allaah €&



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The two testimonies of faith are what the religion is built upon. The statement “nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah” is sincerity in the religion, while the statement “ Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah” entails following the Messenger and the religion is built upon Sincerity to Allaah and following the Messenger. 

Sincerity is that which is done for Allaah and this proven by the statement “nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah” Correctness is what is upon the Sunnah, and this is proven by the statement “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah”

Islaam is built upon these two statements and the first and the last of mankind will be questioned about them. 

May Allaah aid us all and bless us on our Journey of seeking knowledge and implementing what we learn and allow us to fulfill the commands of Allaah with sincerity and follow the Messenger of Allaah in what he demonstrated, what he commanded and stay away from that which he prohibited Allaahumma Aameen 
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