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The Virtue of Supplication
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And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; I will respond to you.«
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me -
indeed I am near. I respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he
calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by obedience] and believe in

Me that they may be [rightly] guided.
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Narrated An-Nu'man ibn Bashir: The Prophet €% said: Supplication
(du'a") 1s worship. (He then recited: "And your Lord said: Call on Me, I
will answer you" Sunan Abi Dawud 1479
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The Virtue of Supplication

Jubair bin Nufair narrated that "Ubadah bin As-Samit narrated to them that, the
Messenger of Allah £k said: “There is not a Muslim upon the earth who calls upon
Allah with any supplication, except that Allah grants it to him, or he turns away from
him the like of it in evil; as long as he does not supplicate for something sinful, or the
severing of the ties of kinship.” So a man from the people said: “What if we should
increase (in it)” He ££ said: “(With) Allah 1s more.”
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Etiquette's of Supplicating That Lead to
Dua Being Answered
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Sincerity to Allaah by calling upon Him alone.
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Allah (#) said: “So invoke Allah, [being] sincere to Him in religion, although
the disbelievers dislike it.”
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Begin the supplication with praising Allaah and expressing gratitude toward him, then sending salutations
upon the Prophet €.
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Fadalah bin "Ubaid narrated:

“While the Messenger of Allah €& was seated, a man entered and performed Salat, and he said: ‘O Allah,
forgive me, and have mercy upon me.” The Messenger of Allah € said: “You have rushed, O praying
person. When you perform Salat and then sit, then praise Allah with what He is deserving of, and send
Salat upon me, then call upon Him.”” He said: “Then another man performed Salat after that, so he
praised Allah and sent Salat upon the Prophet € The Prophet ££ said to him: ‘O praying person!
Supplicate, and you shall be answered.””
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Be assertive/determined in supplicating, without hesitation and be certain
that you’ll receive a response in one way or another
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Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah ££ said: “None of you should say:
‘O Allah forgive me if You wish. O Allah have mercy on me if You wish.” Let him be
firm in asking, for there is none that can compel Him to do things.”
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Be persistent in calling upon Allaah with dua and do not be

hasty or impatient.
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Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet £ said: “One of you will be
responded to, so long as he is not hasty, saying: ‘I supplicated, and I
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was not responded to.



Have presence/consciousness and alertness of the heart
during supplicating
YU 05558 280 B 1,53 " ey ale A o A ot J6 J6 Gk T 02

@ -

| Yeva (slagl OYJ.&LC«JJU»;LC«JWYZ&\OW

d 0SS O —0 A
&,aw\ dois g J-a-" Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ said:
cle ! gwi “Call upon Allah while being certain of being answered and

know that Allah does not respond to a supplication from
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the heart of one heedless and occupied by play.”
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Supplicate to Allaah in times of ease and He will
answer during times of hardship. Do not only
call on Allaah during times of hardship
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Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said, “Whoever would be pleased for
Allah to answer him during times of hardship and
difficulty, let him supplicate often during times of ease.”
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Do not ask from anyone other than Allaah and rely on Him totally
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Ibn 'Abbas narrated: "I was behind the Prophet €2 one day when he said: 'O boy! I
will teach you a statement: Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful
of Allah and you will find Him before you. When you ask, ask Allah, and when you
seek aid, seek Allah's aid. Know that if the entire creation were to gather together to
do something to benefit you- you would never get any benefit except that Allah had
written for you. And if they were to gather to do something to harm you- you would
never be harmed except that Allah had written for you. The pens are lifted, and the

pages are dried."
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Do not supplicate against your family or your wealth
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Jabir b. 'Abd Allah reported the Messenger of Allah £ as saying:

Do not invoke curse on yourselves, and do not invoke curse on your children,
and do not invoke curse on your servants, and do not invoke curse on your
property, lest you happen to do it at a time when Allah is asked for something
and grants your request.
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Supplicate in a moderate tone (somewhere between quite and

audible)
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Allaah # says “Call upon your Lord in humility and privately;
indeed, He does not like transgressors/aggressors.
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Abu Musa reported: We were along with Allah's Apostle £¢ on a journey when the people began to
pronounce "Allahu Akbar" in a loud voice. Thereupon Allah's Messenger €% said: O people, show
mercy to yourselves for you are not calling One who is deaf or absent. Verily, you are calling One

who is All-Hearing (and) Near to you and is with you. Abu Musa said that he had been behind him
(the Prophet) and reciting: "There is neither might nor power but that of Allah." He (the Prophet),

while addressing 'Abdullah b. Qais, said: Should I not direct you to a treasure from amongst the
treasures of Paradise? I ('Abdullah b. Qais) said: Allah's Messenger, do it, of course. Thereupon he
(the Prophet) said: Then recite: "There is no might and no power but that of Allah."
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Supplicate to Allaah by His beautiful names and lofty attributes
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Allaah says “And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them.
And leave [the company of] those who practice deviation concerning His
names. They will be recompensed for what they have been doing.”
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Accepting your sins and affirming Allaah’s bounty
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Narrated Shaddad bin Aus: The Prophet £z said "The most superior way of asking for
tforgiveness from Allah is: 'Allahumma anta Rabbi la ilaha illa anta, Khalaqtani wa ana
"Abduka, wa ana “ala “ahdika wa wa dika mastata’tu, A'udhu bika min Sharri ma sanatu,
abu'u Laka bini'matika “alaiya, wa abu'u laka bidhanbi faghtir lee fa innahu la yaghfiru
adhdhunuba illa anta.”" The Prophet €2added. "If somebody recites it during the day with
firm faith in it, and dies on the same day before the evening, he will be from the people of
Paradise; and if somebody recites it at night with firm faith in it, and dies before the morning,
he will be from the people of Paradise."
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Refraining from rhyming when making supplication
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Narrated 'lkrima: Ibn "Abbas said, "Preach to the people once a week, and if you won't,
then preach them twice, but if you want to preach more, then let it be three times (a
week only), and do not make the people fed-up with this Qur'an. If you come to some
people who are engaged in a talk, don't start interrupting their talk by preaching, lest you
should cause them to be bored. You should rather keep quiet, and if they ask you, then
preach to them at the time when they are eager to hear what you say. And avoid the use
of rhymed prose in invocation for | noticed that Allah's Messenger 2 and his companions

always avoided it."
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Supplicate to Allaah with humility, submissiveness, desire and fear
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And remember your Lord within yourself, humbly and fearfully, and quietly, in the

morning and the evening, and do not be of the neglectful.
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So, We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya (John), and cured his wife
(so then she could bear a child) for him. Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds,
and they used to call on Us with hope and fear and used to humble themselves before Us.
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Supplicate to Allaah through righteous deeds
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Narrated Ibn "Umar: The Prophet ((&said, "While three persons were walking, rain began to fall and they had to
entera cave in a mountain. A big rock rolled over and blocked the mouth of the cave. They said to each other,
'Invoke Allah with the best deed you have performed (so Allah might remove the rock)'. One of them said, 'O
Allaht"My parents were old, and I used to go out for grazing (my animals). On my return I would milk (the
animals) and take the milk in a vessel to my parents to drink. After they had drunk from it, I would give it to my
children, family and wife. One day I was delayed and on my return, I found my parents sleeping, and I disliked to
wake them up. The children were crying at my feet (because of hunger). That state of affairs continued till it was
dawn. O Allah! If You regard that I did it for Your sake, then please remove this rock so that we may see the sky.'
So, the rock was moved a bit. The second said, 'O Allah! You know that I was in love with a cousin of mine, like
the deepest love a man may have for a woman, and she told me that [ would not get my desire fulfilled unless I
paid her one-hundred Dinars (gold pieces). So, I struggled for it till I gathered the desired amount, and when I sat
in between her legs, she told me to be afraid of Allah, and asked me not to deflower her except rightfully (by
marriage). So, I got up and left her. O Allah! If You regard that I did if for Your sake, kindly remove this rock.'
So, two-thirds of the rock was removed. Then the third man said, 'O Allah! No doubt You know that once I
employed a worker for one Faraq (three Sa's) of millet, and when I wanted to pay him, he refused to take it, so I
sowed it and from its yield I bought cows and a shepherd. After a time that man came and demanded his money. |
said to him: Go to those cows and the shepherd and take them for they are for you. He asked me whether I was
joking with him. I told him that [ was not joking with him, and all that belonged to him. O Allah! If You regard
that I did it sincerely for Your sake, then please remove the rock.' So, the rock was removed completely from the
mouth of the cave."
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Supplicate three times
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It has been narrated on the authority of Ibn Mas'ud who said:

While the Messenger of Allah ( (2was saying his prayer near the Ka'ba and Abu Jahl with his
companions was sitting (near by), Abu Jahl said, referring to the she-camel that had been
slaughtered the previous day: Who will rise to fetch the foetus of the she-camel of so and so, and
place it between the shoulders of Muhammad when he goes down in prostration (a posture in
prayer). The one most accursed among the people got up, brought the foetus and, when the
Prophet ( (2went down in prostration, placed it between his shoulders. Then they laughed at him
and some of them leaned upon the others with laughter. And | stood looking. If | had the power, |
would have thrown it away from the back of the Messenger of Allah ( .(%3The Prophet ( (¥had
bent down his head in prostration and did not raise it, until a man went (to his house) and
informed (his daughter) Fatima, who was a young girl (at that time) (about this ugly incident). She
came and removed (the filthy thing) from him. Then she turned towards them rebuking them (the
mischief-mongers). When the Prophet ( (¥had finished his prayer, he invoked God's imprecations
upon them in a loud voice. When he prayed, he prayed thrice, and when he asked for God's
blessings, he asked thrice. Then he said thrice: O Allah, it is for Thee to deal with the Quraish.
When they heard his voice, laughter vanished from them and they feared his malediction. Then
he said: O God, it is for Thee to deal with Abu Jahl b. Hisham, 'Utba b. Rabi'a, Shaiba b. Rabi'a.
Walid b. Ugba, Umayya b. Khalaf, Ugba b. Abu Mu'ait (and he mentioned the name of the
seventh person. which | did not remember). By One Who sent Muhammad with truth, | saw (all)
those he had named lying slain on the Day of Badr. Their dead bodies were dragged to be thrown
into a pit near the battlefield. Abu Ishig had said that the name of Walid b. 'Ugba has been
wrongly mentioned in this tradition.
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Pray toward the Qiblah
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Abdullah b. Zaid al-Ansari reported that the Messenger of Allah
€& went out to the place of prayer in order to ofter prayer for
rainfall. And when he intended to make supplication, he faced

Qibla and turned round his mantle.
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Raise your hands when supplicating, however not after obligatory
prayers as there is not proof for that from the Sunnah
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Narrated Salman al-Farsi: The Prophet €% said: Your Lord is munificent and generous and is
ashamed to turn away empty the hands of His servant when he raises them to Him.
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Perform wudu before supplicating
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Narrated Abu Musa: When the Prophet £¢ had finished from the battle of Hunain, he sent Abu Amir
at the head of an army to Autas He (i.e. Abu Amir) met Duraid bin As Summa and Duraid was killed
and Allah defeated his companions. The Prophet £ sent me with Abu 'Amir. Abu Amir was shot at
his knee with an arrow which a man from Jushm had shot and fixed into his knee. I went to him and
said, "O Uncle! Who shot you?" He pointed me out (his killer) saying, "That is my killer who shot me
(with an arrow)." So I headed towards him and overtook him, and when he saw me, he fled, and I
followed him and started saying to him, "Won't you be ashamed? Won't you stop?" So that person
stopped, and we exchanged two hits with the swords, and I killed him. Then I said to Abu 'Amir.
"Allah has killed your killer." He said, "Take out this arrow" So I removed it, and water oozed out of
the wound. He then said, "O son of my brother! Convey my compliments to the Prophet €% and
request him to ask Allah's Forgiveness for me." Abu Amir made me his successor in commanding the
people (i.e. troops). He survived for a short while and then died. (Later) I returned and entered upon
the Prophet £¢ at his house and found him lying in a bed made of stalks of date-palm leaves knitted
with ropes, and on it there was bedding. The strings of the bed had their traces over his back and
sides. Then I told the Prophet ££ about our and Abu Amir's news and how he had said "Tell him to
ask for Allah's Forgiveness for me." The Prophet £ asked for water, performed ablution and then
raised hands, saying, "O Allah's Forgive "Ubaid, Abu Amir." At that time I saw the whiteness of the
Prophet's armpits. The Prophet £z then said, "O Allah, make him (i.e. Abu Amir) on the Day of
Resurrection, superior to many of Your human creatures." I said, "Will you ask Allah's Forgiveness for
me?" (On that) the Prophet ££ said, "O Allah, forgive the sins of “Abdullah bin Qais and admit him to
a nice entrance (i.e. paradise) on the Day of Resurrection.” Abu Burda said, "One of the prayers was
for Abu 'Amir and the other was for Abu Musa (i.e. "Abdullah bin Qais).
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Weep while supplicating
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Abdullah b. Amr b. al-'As reported: Verily the Messenger of Allah £¢ recited the words of Allah, the Great and
Glorious, that Ibrahim uttered. My Lord, they have led many people astray. Whoever follows me belongs with
me; and whoever disobeys me—You are Forgiving and Merciful. (Ibrahim:36) and Isa (peace be upon him)
said:" If You punish them, they are Your servants; but if You forgive them, You are the Mighty and Wise.”
(Maidah:118). Then he # raised his hands and said: O Lord, my Ummah, my Ummah, and wept; so Allah the
High and the Exalted said: O Jibreel, go to Muhammad (though your Lord knows it fully well) and ask him:
What makes you weep? So Gabriel (peace be upon him) came to him and asked him, and the Messenger of
Allah £ informed him what he had said (though Allah knew it fully well). Upon this Allah said: O Jibreel, go
to Muhammad and say: Verily We will please you with regard to your Ummah and would not displease you.
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You must display your utter need, destitution, and poverty
betore Allah as well as directing your complaint to Allah due

to weakness, constriction, and trials you encounters.
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And Ayyub, when he cried out to his Lord: “Great harm has

afflicted me, and you are the Most Merciful of the merciful.”
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Begin with supplicating for yourself before others
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Ibn "Abbas narrated from Ubayy bin Ka'b that : whenever the Messenger of

Allah €gwould mention someone and supplicate for him, he would begin

with himself €&




slel (3 1g)9lmts/lgdass Y =YY

Do not transgress in supplication
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Narrated Sa'd ibn AbuWaqqas: Ibn Sa'd said: My father (Sa'd ibn
AbuWagqgqas) heard me say: O Allah, I ask Thee for Paradise, its blessings, its
pleasure and such-and-such, and such-and-such; I seek refuge in Thee from
Hell, from its chains, from its collars, and from such-and-such, and from
such-and-such. He said: I heard the Messenger of Allah €% say: There will
be people who will exaggerate in supplication. You should not be one of
them. If you are granted Paradise, you will be granted all what is good
therein; if you are protected from Hell, you will be protected from what is
evil therein.
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